
TRIO TIMES: E.O.C. EDITION 
    

TRIO EDUCATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES 

CENTER PROGRAMS 

Contact an Outreach Specialist in your area: 

Halifax/Northampton Counties: 

Kimberly Ingram 

 1-252-536- 7245    

Hertford/Bertie Counties: 

Phyllis Chavis 

1-252-862-1244 

All Four Counties: 

Kysha Gary  

1-252-676-2432 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Tracy Ruffin is a resident of 

Hertford County, N.C. and has 

been out of school for almost 

twenty years. Mrs. Ruffin is in 

the process of applying to 

Roanoke-Chowan Community 

College. Mrs. Ruffin has not 

decided on a major, however she 

knows that where ever she lands 

she will be in good hands with 

the staff and faculty at Roanoke-

Chowan Community College.  

Mrs. Ruffin was a non-traditional 

student who earned her high 

school diploma from Cornerstone 

Christian Academy and is excited 

about returning to school to 

pursue her two-year Associates 

degree.   Mrs. Ruffin was 

recruited for the TRiO EOC 

Program while attending her 

church, Calvary Baptist Church 

in Ahoskie, N.C. when Outreach 

Specialist Kysha Gary spoke to 

the congregation about the 

opportunities for adult learners 

to return to school to pursue 

their academic aspirations.  Mrs. 

Ruffin quickly enrolled in the 

program and is excited about this 

next phase in her life. The wife of 

Mr. Stanley Ruffin and the 

mother of six adult children, Mrs. 

Ruffin wants to learn all that she 

can so that one day be able to 

utilize her skills and knowledge 

to give back to her community.  

Submitted by: Kysha Gary 

EOC Outreach Specialist Kysha Gary serves Halifax, 

Northampton, Hertford and Bertie Counties.  
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MRS. TRACY RUFFIN.  



We Are All in This Together 

Now more than ever, we must come together and find ways to promote the success 

of all students.  Parent, family, and community involvement in education correlates 

with higher academic performance and school improvement. When schools, 

parents, families, and communities work together to support learning, students tend 

to earn higher grades, attend school more regularly, stay in school longer, and 

complete higher-level programs.  Student support goes well beyond the scope of 

parents, family and college faculty and staff.   

Another important piece to the overall puzzle of student success is the active 

involvement of community members and businesses.  It is with the help of others 

that the TRIO Educational Outreach Center can do what we do for our participants. 

It is essential for us to collaboratively work with key community partners to 

identify and utilize all available resources to meet students’ need that will help 

them achieve their educational and career aspirations.  

 

Submitted by: Phyllis Chavis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

                             

  

 

 

 

Hertford County was the 
home of what Indian Tribe, 
who were descendants of 
indigenous people who 
inhabited the region for 
many centuries? 

Bertie County was 
named after two 
brothers, what were their 
names? 

Senator Gaylord Nelson 
announced the idea for a 
“national teach-in on the 
environment on April 22, 
1970.  What was this day 
called?  

 

Trivia questions Answers: TRiO is 

not an acronym but TRiO represents 

the three founding programs 

established by the federal government 

to help low-income first-generation 

students pursue higher education and 

to help with the war on poverty.  

Upward Bound was founded in 1964 

followed by Talent Search in 1965 and 

with Student Support Services in 1968.   

Additional programs were eventually 

added with Educational Opportunities 

Centers Program in 1972, Ronald 

McNair Program in 1986 and Upward 

Bound Math and Science in 1990. 

The first black HBCU was Cheyney 

University of Pennsylvania.  

The Trio Educational 

Opportunity Centers program 

attended a Job Fair sponsored by 

the NC Works Career Center. A 

common goal of the EOC 

program and the NC Works 

Career Center is to equip 

individuals with the education 

and skills necessary to secure job 

placement. Event goers were able 

to speak with an Outreach 

Specialist to obtain information 

about college admissions and 

completing financial aid 

applications. Individuals also 

received information about how 

to receive their high school 

equivalency diplomas to increase 

their chances of greater job 

opportunities in the future. The 

EOC program has been 

partnering with the NC Works 

Career Center for two years.  

Submitted  by: Kimberly Ingram 

Pictured from left to right: Lead Outreach 

Specialist, Kimberly Ingram; HCC 

RD/Effective Teacher Training Instructor, 

Dr. Michael Alston. 

 


